
Dear Precious Friend,  

October, 2014 

 
THE SIGN of JONAH 
 
God created man in His own image. 
  
In Genesis 6, God looked down on humanity 
and saw that every intent of the thoughts of 
man's heart was evil and it grieved God that 
He had made man. He sent judgment in the 

form of a flood so that He would no longer have to look upon the universal corruption 
that brought such deep pain to His heart. After the flood, God sent out a dove, a type of 
the Holy Spirit, to find a place of rest. 
  
It was the dawning of a new day. 

Jonah's name means dove and he is a type of one sent out in the power and purpose of the 
Holy Spirit. The dove is a bird that has a single eye and cannot see peripherally. He has 
an eye for One alone. The Holy Spirit sees only Jesus, and He loves and glorifies 
Him. The Spirit of Truth does not speak on His own, but whatever He hears, He speaks 
and discloses what is to come. John 16:13-15 Jonah, as a messenger of the Holy Spirit 
was not His own, even as we are not our own. Those who are truly filled with the Holy 
Spirit will glorify Christ and do His will alone.  
  
As a messenger of the Spirit, Jonah was sent out to co-operate with God in convicting the 
world (Ninevah) of sin, righteousness and judgment to bring them to redemption. Jonah's 
message was the universality of the love of God and the immutable command to all His 
creatures to come to repentance and be saved. When Jonah went in another direction, it 
was against the justice and mercy of God to the potential destruction of an entire city.  
  
When Jonah heard the word of the Lord, he ran in the opposite direction, getting on a 
pleasure boat in Joppa  (heb:pleasant/pleasure). He ran away from the true call, the true 
life-style, and the true sacrifice. He preferred to go down to pay the fare in 
Pleasantville (Joppa) and to sail to Tarshish (heb;jewel/treasure) where he could acquire 
earthly riches rather than pay the price to warn the world of judgments to come so that 
they might turn from their wicked ways and receive the true eternal riches of the 
Kingdom of God. 
 
Many in the Body of Christ today are walking in the wayward footsteps of Jonah and just 
as he was found sleeping during the storm, sailing to Pleasantville, so are they sleeping in 
the lower deck of their pleasure boat as the greater storms are breaking out. Dear saint, 
this was not the sweet sleep of the beloved, but the deadly stupor of disobedience. 
  
Are we like Jonah beloved, neither heeding the true call nor making the true 
sacrifice because it is contrary to the lusts and pleasures which have deluded us?   
  
When Jonah was awakened to the reality that the storm had come on account of HIS 
disobedience, he began to turn back to God. The fear of God began to rest on Jonah. The 
result was that the heathen on the boat feared God and turned to the God of Jonah. This 



was a preview of what God desired to do in Ninevah through Jonah: to bring the message 
of repentance in the power of the Holy Spirit to turn a people to God, so that they might 
find mercy!  
 
God is seeking messengers today who will pay the price to bring cities and nations to 
repentance and faith. As Jonah turned back to the Lord, the fear and the presence of God 
was restored to him. So it will be for those who heed the present call of the Holy Spirit.  
  
Are you one of them? 
 
God is getting ready to cast some saints like Jonah overboard, those who have the call of 
God on their life, but have been on the wrong boat going in the wrong direction of 
pleasure and prosperity instead of preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of God. For these 
saints, God has a "whale" prepared, a time of being searched and conformed to His will.  
  
It was in the belly of the whale that Jonah came to understand that "those who 
regard lying vanities FORSAKE THE MERCY OF GOD" for themselves and for the 
world. Jonah 2:8  
  
Dear saints, are we preaching messages that are so lukewarm, pleasure-seeking and 
devoid of repentance, that it makes God want to spue us out of His mouth? Rev 3:15-
16  Is the mercy we are preaching the true mercy of God that triumphs over judgment? Is 
it the mercy that rose up out of the ashes of God's wrath poured out on His Only Beloved 
Son for our sakes? Is it the mercy that cost God everything, or are we preaching a human 
mercy that calls evil good and good evil and fails to convict the world of it's rebellion 
against Him? 
 
Jesus said, "an evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but I will only give you the 
sign of Jonah." These words are as true for us today as they were in Yeshua's day. Math 
12:38-41 
  
Like Jonah, many in God's body are on the world's boat, going in the world's direction, 
attached to the world's ways. Many are using the world's methods rather than relying on 
the Holy Spirit to advance the Kingdom of God. In the book of James, we are called 
adulteresses because our friendship with the world makes us an enemy of God. 
  
God is still an enemy to those who befriend the world. James 4:4 
  
The sign of Jonah is the call to make a 180 degree turn back to Calvary where we lose 
our life to find it. The sign of Jonah  is the annihilation of the self-centered life that goes 
its own way in order to become like Christ who laid down His life for the world. The sign 
of Jonah is the call to become a people of the dove (Spirit).  
 
There is great hope in the story of Jonah, the wayward prophet. For even as he was 3 days 
and 3 nights in the belly of the whale, so was the Son of God 3 days and 3 nights in the 
belly of the earth. We were crucified with Christ and the old life of the flesh that wants to 
go its own way in self-seeking died with Him. The life that we now live can be a life in 
the Spirit, led by the Spirit and fully cooperating with the Spirit. We can hang the carnal 
life to the cross and rise up to a life of true faith. It is no longer "I" who live, but Christ, 
and the life that I now live, I live by the faith of the Son of God who gave His life for me. 
And He died for all so that all who live may no longer live unto themselves but unto Him 
who died and rose from the dead.Gal2:20; 2 Cor. 5:15 



  
Dearly beloved, as He gave His life for the world, so are we called to lose ours for their 
sakes. 
  
Are you on a pleasure boat sailing toward Tarshish running from the presence of God? 
Perhaps it's time for you to be cast overboard. God has a "whale" prepared for those 
who have seen that it is because of Christ's wayward body that the great storms have 
come upon the world. As the sea becomes increasingly stormy in these last days, God 
is pursuing a people who will say, "Pick me up and throw me into the sea . Then the sea 
will become calm for you."Jonah 1:12 Are you willing to be cast into the sea of perishing 
humanity so that the sea will become calm? Are you willing to "die" so that others may 
live? 
  
Are you willing to lay down your own life for the redemption of the world? 
  
  
  
Stories from Israel and Greece: 
  
The gospel is the power of God unto salvation to the Jew first and to the Greek. This 
summer many Israelis and Greeks heard the gospel, were given New Testaments and 
prayed for. The Judean Hills where John the Baptist preached, was filled with 
Israelis coming out of their hidden shelters after being shut in during the war. I trekked 
there with friends several times to reach out to them. One woman from one of the towns 
hit hard with rockets and sirens embraced me with tears in her eyes as her husband took 
the NT. Yeshua's name alone infuses hope and life into a soul. 
  
My plane to Greece was packed with Israelis seeking rest and recreation. I was able to 
share with many. One man surprised me when he said, "You shared with me several 
years ago about Yeshua!" I didn't remember him at first, but he remembered me! He gave 
me his phone number. Dear friend, don't think that after you share Yeshua,  that all is 
forgotten. Don't forsake the call to preach the gospel even when you don't see immediate 
results! God is working all the time in men's souls. 
  
A barren woman I prayed for in the spring is finally pregnant after many years of 
marriage! This is the 4th barren woman I have prayed for with results! 
  
I shared at a Women Aglow meeting in Athens and also at a Pro Life joint meeting 
between Israelis and Greeks. God is building up His body, calling us to cooperate with 
one another for the furtherance of the gospel in the region. 
  
A group of teenagers mocked me in a café in Athens when I informed them that it was 
illegal to smoke where we were sitting. The anointing hit me as I preached the gospel and 
suddenly a holy hush descended over everyone. It was the Holy Spirit. The countenance 
of the teens changed and they received serious prayer and information about a lively 
church in the city. Please pray for the youth of Greece. Their nation is falling apart and 
they need the destiny that only Jesus can give. The Germans have bought up the airport. 
China has bought up their main seaport. Russians and Chinese are buying up some of 
their islands to pay off their huge debt. What a price to pay for unrepentant sin! 
Everywhere I went, people responded to the gospel. It seemed to me that I was sharing 
every 2 or 3 minutes! Pray for Greece to repent and return so that a worse judgment is 
held back. 



  
As I shared with a woman on the Metro platform in Athens, she began to cry. She had 
lost her husband 6 months ago. Hopeless, bitter and still in grief and shock, she took the 
New Testament, the address of a church, and received prayer. As we boarded the train, 
she sat down and began to read what I had given her.  As our eyes met at one moment, I 
saw the dawning of a new smile. He is close to the broken-hearted. 
  
A broken, homeless, sick and stinking man with red legs swollen like logs, was bowed 
over carrying the weight of his sin, seeking a seat on the crowded metro only to rest for 
awhile. Satan had worn him out. Every eye was staring, yet recoiling fast from his filthy 
body and stench. He asked for nothing. Suddenly I couldn't bear the rejection and scorn 
he was enduring. I reached out in front of the crowd and put my hand on his back and 
began to cry out with a loud voice, "Jesus, save your son. Heal him!" Then I touched his 
head that was drooping down low. A look of shock and embarrassment was on people's 
faces. The conviction of the Holy Spirit suddenly began to hover over every soul on the 
train. Why?  Because they no longer cared or payed attention to their lost, sick and dying 
fellow man. Suddenly, the man's head slowly lifted as if by an invisible hand as he turned 
to me with an expression of amazement and hope in his eyes. He gently spoke to me, 
"Who are you? What is your name?" He wanted to remember. I told him my name, and 
smiled as I disembarked from the train, leaving him in the hands of God. A 
miracle happened that day on the Metro, not only in the man, but also in the crowd. As 
I left the train, people stared at me silently with a look of conviction and awe. God had 
spoken and no one could say a word... 
  
 So many, many stories to share...it would take volumes. God is faithful as we GO. The 
Great Commission Beloved is the call to us all. 
 
 In His Great Love and Mercy, 
 
Greta 
 


