Dear Precious Friend,
May, 2019

The Marriage of Love and Holiness
Please watch our short video, The Marriage of Love and
Holiness, by clicking below:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbgvRzH8kN8

According as he has chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before him in love: Ephesians 1:4
Holiness is not true holiness unless it’s rooted and grounded in love. Otherwise it becomes external, harsh and
religious. It becomes lofty and unattainable. Be holy as I am holy. It’s a command. But it's also an invitation
from our Beloved Lord to become One. True love desires to be like the Beloved. I want to be holy because You
are holy, Lord. I want my holiness to be the expression of You (in me) because I love you.
Love without holiness is carnal and earthy. Holiness without love is lofty and external. Love and holiness must
be integrated. It’s the heart that separates us unto God, not the external things we wear or rules we follow (out
of the mind and not out of the heart).
Holiness must have a goal or it becomes merely outward religion, a list of do’s and don’ts that thwarts the flow
of passion and power. The goal of holiness is union with God. Authentic holiness is passion for purity in
preparation for union with God. It is the passion of the Bride for pure union with her Bridegroom.
Holiness is ignited by love and love is purified and perfected by holiness.
Separating love from holiness and vice versa is dangerous to our marriages, families and churches. Without
holiness, the love expressed in Christian marriages becomes just like the world. When Yeshua is taken out of
the marriage bed, it becomes defiled. Christian marriages are to be a reflection of the union of Christ and the
Church, in both passion and purity. That makes every Christian marriage totally different from the marriages of
the world where Christ is not present. He must be present in every part of the marriage, including the marriage
bed.
Separating holiness from love has been the cause of separations and divorce in the Church. Holiness without
love in the marriage (bed) blocks passion from igniting. Love without holiness blocks purity from flowing.
Either way, the union becomes reduced to an outward mechanical act.
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify
and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. So ought men to love
their wives as their own bodies. He that loves his wife loves himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh;
but nourishes and cherishes it, even as the Lord the church: Ephesians 5:25-29
When a man loves his wife, he is loving himself. He nourishes and cherishes her because she is his own
flesh. This is how Yeshua loves us, His bride and church, even as He loves Himself.

This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. Ephesians 5:32
Yeshua says we are to BE holy, not to DO holy. Being holy has to do with union with Him. We are connected,
so we are holy. "Doing holy" has to do with striving by following man-made rules. It is depending on oneself to
be holy and not depending on our oneness with Him. If we commit to BE holy as He is holy through union with
Him, we will DO holy.

Good News from the Bible lands:
After spending a month in Jerusalem, celebrating Passover with friends, evangelizing and praying with the
Messianic Body there, we returned to Thessaloniki for our monthly Israel-Greece Prayer Gathering. Two years
of committed prayer with pastors and like-minded believers for the connection between Israel and Greece is
bearing much fruit in our personal lives and beyond. Whereas antisemitism is rising in Europe, it is declining in
Greece and for the first time ever, a Jewish man was recently elected Mayor of the Greek city, Ioannina. The
spiritual atmosphere over Thessaloniki is changing and we are hearing a word from the Lord about a revival
coming to this New Covenant city. The word is being confirmed in many prayer groups throughout Europe and
there is an expectation for God's breakthrough. This month, we will have 3-days of prayer in Thessaloniki as
part of a larger European initiative to reopen the wells of the past 2000 years. We will gather at the spot where it
is said the Apostle Paul preached to the Thessalonians. We will gather in repentance, worship, thanksgiving and
declaration. A number of friends are coming this summer to join us for prayer, evangelism and touring in the
footsteps of the Apostle Paul.
Thank you for your prayers and consistent support of this important work of restoration in the Bible region. A
big thank you to those of you who take the time to write encouraging notes to me. I am so grateful for your love
and faithfulness to me.

Shalom and Agape,
Greta
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