Dear Precious Friend,
January, 2021

The Book of Ruth - Part 1 (Ruth and Orpah)
The Book of Ruth is one of the most profound books in
the scriptures and a key to understanding the One New
Man, the union between Jew and Gentile. I don’t think
there’s a better book in the Bible that points to the
grafting in of the Gentiles and the oneness (Jew and
Gentile) of the Bride of Christ, than the Book of Ruth. It
is a glorious revelation of the love of Yeshua (in the
person of Boaz) and His end time Bride (in the person of Ruth). It is also a picture of the "marriage"
and passionate love union between Jews and Gentiles whom God has called to be one Body, one Bride,
especially in these last days.
Orpah and Ruth, the two daughters-in-law of Naomi, the Jewess, were both Moabitesses. There is a
picture here of the heart condition of the End Time Ekklesia. There are two faces, two hearts and at
first, they look and behave exactly the same. After the death of Elimelech, Naomi's husband and their
two sons in the land of Moab, both daughters-in-law go with Naomi to the border to enter into the
promised land. Both are crying. Both are clinging and both are saying, “I will not leave you. I am going
with you.”
Ruth means friend in Hebrew and Orpah has to do with the back of the neck which could have to do
with being stiff-necked. God begins to test their two hearts through Naomi. I believe right now there’s
a test going on from heaven in the Body of Christ: Who is going to enter into the promised land
alongside the God's people, even in their brokenness and emptiness? Who is going to enter into this
oneness? Just like Israel's heart was tested by God in the desert, there's a similar present test of the
heart going on. Is our love pure? Is it steadfast? Is it genuine as tested by fire? God is going to test us
in this last day to see whether we are going to walk in bridal love unto death.
At the end of the test when Naomi says to her two daughters-in-law, “I have nothing else to give you!
My husband has died. My two sons have died. Are you going to wait until I have another husband and
sons and wait until they grow up? I have absolutely nothing to give you. The Lord's hand has come
out against me.” Hard times will come, hard times for Israel, hard times for the whole world and there
may be absolutely nothing left except what is going on between our heart and God's.
Orpah reaches the point where she perceives that there remains nothing for her, no hope. So, she kisses
her mother-in-law goodbye and goes back to her people and her gods. Naomi says to Ruth, “You go
back also! Go back... Go back to your people!” God is speaking through Naomi. He is testing our
hearts. “Go back like your sister-in-law. I have nothing left to give you. Go back to your gods. Go
back to your family, your people!”
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Are you going to go back or are you going to go forward into the promised land because of love?
At this juncture, there is the great declaration that Ruth makes that I believe God is calling the Bride
of Christ to make in these last days, in relation to God and to Israel. She says, "Don’t tell me to leave
you. Where you go, I will go. Where you die, I will die. Your God is my God. Your people are my
people. Where you die and are buried, that’s where I will die and be buried. Nothing but death will
separate us!” Ruth 1:16-17
At that confession, Beloved, Naomi understands: Ruth is ready! She doesn’t try to stop her anymore.
She sees that Ruth has the courage (ometz: heb.), the boldness to stand. This is what God is setting
before us in this hour. Are you going to be an Orpah? When you get to that cross in the road, and it’s
a real cross, Beloved, are you going to be an Orpah or out of your deep heart, will you declare like
Ruth, “Where you die, I will die....”
We were crucified with Yeshua on Calvary. This is a picture of the Bride being crucified with her
Beloved. Where you die, I will die. Where you are buried, I will be buried. This is the cross in the road
and it’s a literal cross. Will you be co-crucified? Yeshua said, “If you love family, land, mother, father,
even your own life more than me, you cannot follow me, you cannot be my disciple!” This is what is
happening in the end times. The test that Ruth passed is the test that we too must pass.
Who knows whether Orpah would have had the same destiny as Ruth? Perhaps she might have married
Boaz, her kinsmen Redeemer as well! Perhaps she would have been grafted into the line of Yeshua.
Look what happens, Beloved, when, like Ruth, you go with your heart, rather than, like Orpah, with
your logic, thinking, “This is too hard! You have nothing to offer me. I have to glean in the fields. I’m
going to be rejected. I can’t even go into the congregation. I am a Moabite.”
Are we going to follow our head with its reasonings or are we going to follow our heart of love into
the unknown? Ruth entered in with her HEART for she loved her mother-in-law and the God of Israel.
I believe she became a believer because Naomi expressed the God of Israel. She declared the God of
Israel! I believe she served her daughter-in-law as an evangelist because Ruth declares, “Your God (is)
my God!"
Ruth entered the promised land as a Moabitess, a people hated by the Jews. She humbled herself and
went into the fields to glean. God is calling us, Beloved! Are we going to go into the fields? If you go
with your HEART, you are going to find yourself on the ROAD TO DESTINY, just like Ruth did. She
found herself in the center of the destiny of God.

This is where we are today, Beloved. This is where the nations are today in relation to God and to
Israel. Are we going to cling to the God of Israel and to His people when everything gets hard, when
we must believe in spite of all the challenging circumstances, when we have to stand, when it’s going
to cost us something? Ruth passes the test, crosses over and she finds herself in the field of the
Bridegroom and Redeemer!
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Good News from the Bible lands:

Our landlady continues to walk in victory over depression. We decorated her door for Christmas with
holiday cheer and scripture as a surprise and she was thrilled!

On our Monday evening Zoom prayer-study call, our friend's son, "Y" got wonderfully saved! He is
15 years old and his parents have been praying for him for years! This was God's timing as "Y"
repented and asked Yeshua into his heart. The fruit of his repentance was evident as he immediately
asked his parents for forgiveness for his bad words and behavior. Praise God!

We went out to the Castle overlooking Thessaloniki to meet some friends and there we met a Greek
man with a group of ladies. He didn't know that when he engaged us in conversation, he would hear
the gospel. As I preached the good news with power and not with excellency of speech or of wisdom,
"T" began removing his scarf and opening his coat, saying "I feel hot! There's electricity running
through me!" Not only "T," but his friend, "C" was touched and received prayer. "T" mentioned that
he works with the Jewish Museum of Thessaloniki and has heard about Jews for Jesus. The JewishGreek connection is alive and gaining strength again here in the Biblical city where Paul the Apostle
preached the gospel to the Jew first and to the Greek.

We had our 10th Power Line Zoom prayer meeting this week and it was focused on the connection
between Israel, the Ekklesia and the nations based on the Book of Ruth. There was a special depth and
power and tears flowed in intercession! If you are interested in joining one of our Power Line Zoom
Prayer meetings which take place about every 3 weeks especially for Israel-Greece-Cyprus, please let
me know and I will send you our info.

We continue weekly prayer with intercessors/prayer houses from the Mediterranean as well as our
mid-week Greek prayer-worship-Bible study through Zoom. It is producing good mature fruit!!!

My heart is filled with gratitude for your faithful friendship, prayer and support. May the Lord keep
you and bless you richly during these challenging yet powerful days we are living in! Thank you for
your notes of encouragement which I especially cherish.

Shalom and Agape,

Greta
View recent pictures below…
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